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■ — ~ — • — ...... ....... Ant r.ussians, nowever 

secret negotiations were going on . , . were not incited, and all hell broke 

that the Allies were running out on loose. Ambassador Harriman was treat- 

l^ em - cd 1° a' 1 ' bldst of Molotov's temper:, 

I , ■' “The Soviet Government sees not a 

t WAS A “real danger.” Yet it was misunderstanding, but something worse 
a risk Dulles was willing to take; he!* • •” Stalin cabled directly to Roose- 
begged Washington to let nothing inter- vclt •hat, on the basis of these talks, 

fere with his efforts to produce the • *he Germans were moving three divi-' 

surrender of a million men. Washing- ; si0ns from Northern Italy to the Soviet ! 
ton was dubious. The Germans 1 had front! Roosevelt replied that Dulles was 
been ordered to fight to the last man. merely opening a . channel of commu- 
Talk of surrender was high treason, mentions; if and . when surrender dis- 
and Hitler was hanging Generals on cl| Ssions took place, the Soviet Union 
.the slightest evidence of insubordina- w ould be represented. Now the Rus-.f 
tion. The only result of bargaining talks S ' ans were incredulous. Stalin replied’ 
would be to arouse Soviet suspicions. So Jl? at his advisers were certain ■ surren-^ 

Dulles’s first request for permission to had ‘taken place; They be-^ 

open a channel to the- Germans was re- !ieved ttic y had already produced an) 
fused. ., agreement “to open the front to the* 

Dull es was not put_cff. More to the i ^ n Slo-American troops and let' thernj 
point, his chief “unofficial" assistant 'j ^ ri0V F c cast> ” 1 

in such matters, a naturalized citizen do not know, specifically, wheth-’ 

of German origin, was "not the kind of er , * 1C ^ az ' 5 b® e 4 Dulles’s talks to di-i 

man to give up easily.” Dulles trusted ^ ?. a5t ' ? r ,0 d,v ‘ dei . 

r- „ Z. . , ■ ; , me Allies by spreading this fear: nori 

Gero von S. Gaevermtz, and he espe- r»„ii« „„r u. b . .,i 

„ . . . , _ . . . * , ooes Dulles enlighten us much on eilh* - . 

:ially trusted Gaeverntlzs judgment of , „ , . .. ll1 * i 

XT . „ . ■ . J , , er point. He admits that Wolff spent 1 

the Nazis. Gaevermtz (who did much t ' _ . . ... lT . 

>f the w 0rk on Dulles’s book) seems il « " . ' “ 

to have made the most of his favored S' , 1 f r Z'" 8 1 

position to urge the wisdom of dealing , ‘ * Zv wTm 

with Wolff. An alibi was soon devised “ ‘ '*? ,a * e Wo,<r# .' w ? rd that 

to cover Dulles in Washington. He would £ ™ ,f' n * ,n ^4 faith. That 
be,, able to say that he was “only trying , “S’ ‘^ profoundly grave 

o arrange a prisoner exchange"; and . CC • , 1 cr es I*f d ’ however, Is nowi,^?^' ,^- 
J.afcycrnitz and. DullcsAcntatively opened , eyo “ dou * ,t * Their effect was made) , an;:/ 

tomnuinicalions with Wolff. .~!j ‘ ar scnous ®t precisely, this time,]: 

Dulles chose an Inopportune moment; j ® n,ish i * ac tics on the. Polish issue, 
or the Nazi interest in these talks ) w ■’ t 5 m,c un,ik e Churchill’s approach^ : 
eemed to confirm knowp Nazi designs * ,0 ,.*i ,r " nd?f . werc *° vioicntly i t ; 

* <■» >™: American and Brifu, j ■"**"* **. ** '"HMS 

nniei were racing into' Germany . **' ” y Wl lfl 8 lor the United, 

he West, while the best units Hitler States • to have, a war with Russia at 

ould muster were being deployed aDy time ^ nd • • • to follow' the British 

gainst the Red Army. Hitler’s tactics program would be to proceed to that 
dded meaning to Churchill’s warning .end.” . " f." 

lat “the Russians may have a legiti- . • Y, 

late fear of our doing a deal in the JL/ulles doesn’t tell us much about •£$>'>'••• ' 

Zest to hold them back in the East." this either, but it is not too much to •&$&?*••< 

Probably Churchill’s main aim was to say that the - suspicions arising from ^ 
vo.d giving Stalin an excuse for mak-.. these events in early 1945 set in mo- 


j Bay of Pigs that the reappointment o 
| Allen Dulles as Director of the cil 
I had been a mistake. We are told, how 
, f ever, that he still could not understanc 
i h° w a man so intelligent and so ex 
- pcrienced could be so wrong.’ Dulles* 1 
account of his, part In arranging tlx ! 
surrender of German, armies in Italy j 
. sixteen years earlier offers importanl ! 
, , clues; it also illuminates the way.irl 
xvhich- Dulles helped set in motion the 
; events that we know as the Cold War. 

This is not his intent, of course, Dut- 
*"• was wartime oss Chief in Switzer- j 
land. During March and April 1945 a ! 
| leading Nazi in Italy, ss General and 
1 Obergruppcnfiihrer Karl Wolff got in 
| touch with him. Dulles’s book is a dc- , 
■tailed account of how this "contact” 
jwas used to facilitate the surrender of 
^German forces in Italy a few days be- 
jfore V-E Day. The publisher promises 
I lthe book will convey “the breathless 
'excitement of a fictional thriller.” How- 
ever, it contains no sex. little sadism, only 
f an occasional episode, in the woods at a 
f Swiss villa. There is excitement in this 
f talc, but to sense it one must know a 
! good deal more than Dulles tells about 
i its bearing on the great issue of 1945: 
whether the World War II alliance 
.could be followed by peaceful relations 
among the Great Powers. 

Hitler was sure it could not, aqd, 
of course, in the end he was right, 

' .Convinced that disputes between the Al- 
lies could save the Third Reich, he and j 
his subordinates tried to foment Iron-’ 
ble during the last months of the war. 
His underlings maneuvered both to cur- 
iTy personal favor with the Americans 
j and British and to save Germany from ! 
[the Russians. Wolff made his' approach- 
jes to Dulles in Switzerland. Wolff’s ss, 
boss, Himmler, suggested a deal- tor! 
Count Bcrnadottc: “In order to save,'! 
as great a part of .Germany as possible ',! ‘ 
from a Russian invasion I am willing i 1 
to capitulate on the Western Front in ,1 P 
•order to enable the Western Allies toils 
radvance rapidly towards the east.” This i ( 
,bait was offered all over' Europe; the,, j 
^trouble, of course, lay in the hook, andji , 
J Dulles knew it: “It would havebeen nj ! 
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f. r , . . • . — cvems in eariy set in mo- .' ^ 

, ng separate surrender deals elsewhere tio „ the first important hostilities of 
... Europe.) As Dulles a communica- t hc Cold War:* Suita, raised major, 
jlons with Wolff went forward, the doubts that the alliance' would be trans- . 

I Prime Minister felt that in order to formed into a postwar organization byj ' - 
I s iminate Soviet, auspicions, . the; Rus^ announcing that Molotov would not 
! ,an ? have *° be allowed to par- come to the April 25, 1945 San Fran- vv i'' / ' 

■ ,1 plpate. cisco U.N.' Charter-writing Conference, 

1 ;«*! ‘Historians have : jfenerallv attributed' :i v ■ 
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